
Call Governor Cuomo and legislative leaders and urge them to pass the
strongest climate bill possible before the session ends in late June.

General message: We need NY to enact the strongest climate change agenda possible. We should 
move to 100% clean renewable energy for all sources including transportation and buildings as fast as
possible, with a target date of 2030. We need to halt new fossil fuel projects. We need to support a 
Just Transition and commit 40% of climate funds to disadvantaged communities. We need enforceable
detailed climate plans at the state and local levels, with two-year benchmarks and annual review and 
updates. We need to give citizens the right to sue to enforce the climate plans, and we need to hold 
our governor and legislators accountable for strong, verifiable climate legislation and to resist the 
efforts of fossil-fuel and energy company interests to weaken these legislative bills.

Contact Info:

Governor Cuomo: 518 474-8390, then 1   https://www.governor.ny.gov/
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie: 518-455-3791 speaker@nyassembly.gov
Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, (518) 455-2585; scousins@nysenate.gov
Assembly Environmental Chair Steve Engelbright - 518-455-4804; EngleS@nyassembly.gov
Senate Environmental Chair Todd Kaminsky - 518-455-3401; kaminsky@nysenate.gov

 Please also submit letters to the editor in support of climate action. 

HERE ARE SOME OF THE BILLS:

• Legislative leaders, especially the Assembly, are pushing for the Climate and Community 
Protection Act (CCPA – A3876 /S2992), which has particularly strong measures on 
environmental justice and labor. 

• The OFF Act (Off Fossil Fuels / 100% Renewables by 2030, A3565 /S5526) has the fastest 
timelines with a mandate of 100% renewable energy, net zero greenhouse emissions by 2030; 
a halt to new fossil fuel projects; the strongest Just Transition requirements, and strong 
enforceable plans at the state and local levels. Join the campaign for the OFF Act for a lobby 
day at the State Capitol on Tuesday May 21.

• The Governor’s Climate Leadership Act has some strong proposals on renewable electricity 
(e.g., 70% renewables by 2030) with mandates for individual utilities. 

• The Freedom from Fossil Fuels Act (S5200 / A7479) by Senator Metzger also halts new 
fossil fuel projects while setting a fast goal for renewables for electricity (2030 if possible, 2040 
if not) and requiring regional climate plans; it also expressly gives citizens the right to sue to 
enforce the law. 

• The Green New Deal (S2878b / A5344a) by Sanders and Ortiz calls for a plan for 100% clean 
energy by 2030 and may be amended to also call for a halt to new fossil fuel projects. It also 
implements an economic bill of rights including a guaranteed living wage job and universal 
health care.  



A Green NYS Legislative Climate Action Plan for 2019

Some Talking Points

Climate change is the greatest threat facing humanity. It threatens the quality of life for future 
generations, including the continued existence of human and other species. The United Nations’ IPCC
warns that the world has 12 years left for unprecedented coordinated action globally to slash 
greenhouse gas emissions and to move to clean, renewable energy. NYS formally estimates that 
temperature rise will be up to 10 degrees F by 2080, which would be catastrophic. 
(https://www.dec.ny.gov/)

1. New York needs to declare a climate emergency as a public health and safety crisis, empowering 
government to take needed action, including speeding up the siting of renewable energy projects. The 
declaration will include a commitment to reach zero carbon emissions within as short a time frame as 
possible.

2. Governor Cuomo has set a goal that 70% of the state’s electricity should be produced by renewable
energy by 2030, up from the current estimate of around 30%, mainly hydro. 100% of the state’s 
electricity would be carbon free by 2040. We should amend these goals, to be enacted into law, to be 
at least 70% of all energy from all sources be clean renewable energy by 2030 and 100% by 
2035. Such goals would also be mandated for all utilities providing energy in NYS. 

3. An immediate halt to all new fossil fuel infrastructure. (OFF Act; Freedom from Fossil Fuel, S5200 / 
A7479)

4. Ensure that state’s climate action includes Environmental Justice and a Just Transition with 
significant dedicated funding and an inclusive role for such constituencies.

5. Require NYSERDA to immediately release the study on how fast NY can move to 100% clean 
energy that Governor Cuomo directed NYSERDA to do 2 years ago.

6. The state should divest its public pension funds from fossil fuels (A1536 / S2126).

7. The state should enact a carbon tax (A39/ S3608 or S3616) to hold polluters accountable for the 
damage they cause.

8. The state should set a goal to have all new vehicles to be zero emissions by 2025 and to help adopt
such goals nationwide, and require all new buildings by 2022 to be carbon free. 


